
How A Christian Can Lose His Religion!

Series Don’t Worry Be Happy!!!              Philippians 3:1-11
Whatever happens, dear brothers and sisters, may the Lord give you joy. I never get tired of telling you this. I am doing this for your own good.
So many believers start out happy and exited but then lose their joy!

Q.   What happens?           A.  They get _______________

THREE SAFEGUARDS FOR KEEPING YOUR JOY
I.  RESIST  _________________ ATTITUDES!          1-6
 …Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.  For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh..      (2,3)
Definitions of Legalism:   Legalism is substituting rules, rituals and regulations for my relationship to Christ   It gets the focus off what God has already done for you and gets the focus on what you have to do for God.   Trying make ourselves acceptable and pleasing to God by our actions for salvation or after salvation!
Instead, we boast about what Christ Jesus has done for us. (3)

SAFEGUARD #1:   Live each day by _______________!   It’s all Him!!

Grace is the opposite of works (Romans 4)

Paul's Background:  vs. 4-6—Like so many he was trying to work his way to heaven! 

Yet I could have confidence in myself if anyone could. If others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more! ……And zealous? Yes, in fact, I harshly persecuted the church. And I obeyed the Jewish law so carefully that I was never accused of any fault.
Examples of Legalistic Evidences

Rituals, forms—music worship styles, Bible translations, baptism , catechisms,  commuunion

Religion--denomination expectations, meetings, 

Rules of conduct—dress, appearance, foods, etc.     
"For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit."  





Rom. 14:17

We put no confidence in human effort.

II.     REEVALUATE  YOUR __________________!   7-8
Instead, we boast about what Christ Jesus has done for us.
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ…
SAFEGUARD #2:  Keep our Priorities in Perspective!
Don't lose your joy over things that really don't count.
III.
  REFOCUS   YOUR   ____________________      9-10
I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I may have Christ 9 and become one with him. I no longer count on my own goodness or my ability to obey God’s law, but I trust Christ to save me. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith. 10 As a result, I can really know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I can learn what it means to suffer with him, sharing in his death, 11 so that, somehow, I can experience the resurrection from the dead!
SAFEGUARD #3:  Get to Know _____________ Better and Better!

Three Ways To Grow In  Knowing Christ…
TIME—Do you have a Quiet Time?      

TALK--Prayer       

TRUST--Dependence
I no longer count on my own goodness or my ability to obey God’s law, 
but I trust Christ to save me!

Instead, we boast about what Christ Jesus has done for us.








Answers:


Religion, Legalistic, Grace, �Activities, Ambitions, Jesus








