Real Encouragement Comes From the Lord!
Part 8

1 Samuel 30

6 David

was now in great danger because all his men were very bitter about losing their sons and
daughters, and they began to talk of stoning him. But David found strength in the LORD His God.
1 Samuel 30:6
When bad things happen to God’s people [and they often do] don’t ______ and _______others!
And Don’t start a Pity Party! Misery loves company. So what happens after the crisis passes and you
have time to reflect on having behaved badly toward someone else because you were in pain?
Now you have another problem. You have to mend the fences you took down in your anger and your pain.
So do yourself a favor, when troubles come be aware of yourself and behave yourself.

David is able to overcome this tragedy only because he has a close, intimate
___________________________!

David Strengthened Himself in the Lord.
But David found strength in the LORD His God.
13 For

I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.

Philippians 4:13

We can find strength in others as well. (1 Sam 23:16 ff).
But sometimes they are not available or helpful!
For God has said, “I will never fail you. I will never abandon you.” 6 So we can say with confidence,
“The LORD is my helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?”
Hebrews 13:5b-6

1. A Resource We Should Always Use: Seek _____________________ From God. (7-10)
7 Then

he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring me the ephod!” So Abiathar brought it. 8 Then David
asked the LORD, “Should I chase after this band of raiders? Will I catch them?”
And the LORD told him, “Yes, go after them. You will surely recover everything that was taken from
you!” 9 So David and his 600 men set out, and they came to the brook Besor. 10 But 200 of the men
were too exhausted to cross the brook, so David continued the pursuit with 400 men.
1 Samuel 30:7-10
In the day that I cried out, You answered me, And made me bold with strength in my soul.
Psalm 138:3

>He went to his Spiritual leaders (7)
> He went to the Lord with his Questions (8)
> He confidently moved ahead on God’s lead (9)
> He was aware of the impact of others suffering as well (10)

2. A Truth That Must Be Acknowledged: Where the Lord Leads He ___________(11-19)
11 Along

the way they found an Egyptian man in a field and brought him to David. They gave him some bread to eat
and water to drink. 12 They also gave him part of a fig cake and two clusters of raisins, for he hadn’t had anything to
eat or drink for three days and nights. Before long his strength returned.
13 “To whom do you belong, and where do you come from?” David asked him. “I am an Egyptian—the slave of an
Amalekite,” he replied. “My master abandoned me three days ago because I was sick. 14 We were on our way back
from raiding the Kerethites in the Negev, the territory of Judah, and the land of Caleb, and we had just burned
Ziklag.”15 “Will you lead me to this band of raiders?” David asked.
The young man replied, “If you take an oath in God’s name that you will not kill me or give me back to my master,
then I will guide you to them.”
16 So he led David to them, and they found the Amalekites spread out across the fields, eating and drinking and
dancing with joy because of the vast amount of plunder they had taken from the Philistines and the land of Judah.
17 David and his men rushed in among them and slaughtered them throughout that night and the entire next day
until evening. None of the Amalekites escaped except 400 young men who fled on camels. 18 David got back
everything the Amalekites had taken, and he rescued his two wives. 19 Nothing was missing: small or great, son or
daughter, nor anything else that had been taken. David brought everything back.
1 Samuel 30:11-19

>Notice God’s Sovereignty in the Little Things (11)
>How You Treat Others Along the Way is Important! (11-16)
>God gives Us some Great Victories as Well (17-19)

3. A Principle By Which We Should Operate: Be A Channel of ____________(vv. 20-25)
20 He

also recovered all the flocks and herds, and his men drove them ahead of the other livestock. “This plunder
belongs to David!” they said. 21 Then David returned to the brook Besor and met up with the 200 men who had
been left behind because they were too exhausted to go with him. They went out to meet David and his men, and
David greeted them joyfully. 22 But some evil troublemakers among David’s men said, “They didn’t go with us, so
they can’t have any of the plunder we recovered. Give them their wives and children, and tell them to be gone.”
23 But David said, “No, my brothers! Don’t be selfish with what the LORD has given us. He has kept us safe and
helped us defeat the band of raiders that attacked us. 24 Who will listen when you talk like this? We share and share
alike—those who go to battle and those who guard the equipment.” 25 From then on David made this a decree and
regulation for Israel, and it is still followed today.
1 Samuel 30:20-25

>The Battle is Won! Time for The Next Battle!!!! (20-23)
>Be Careful of Bad Advice from Selfish People! (22)
>We Will Never Reach Others by Turning Our Backs on Our Own! (23-25)
>Everybody has a part in Serving the Lord, whether big or small (23, 25)
>Finally, Always Give God the Glory!! (23)
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